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Protocol of the testimony of Khalid Maʿmu Kanju …… Epithet ………………………
Today, Sunday the twenty-seventh of September two thousand and nine at … / … 
o’clock, we, the investigator … / … and the minute taker … / …, after summoning 
the aforementioned individual, conducted the following interrogation pursuant to 
the order of the brigadier in service to the military staff, head of the department:
Q.: Your personal data?
A.: My name is Khalid Kanju, father Maʿmu, mother Khansah, place and date of 

birth 1977 in Raʾs al-ʿAyn in al-Hasakah province, where I also live. My ad-
dress is al-Hay ash-Sharqi, Khawlah bint al-ʿAzwar St., phone 812315—basic 
education—single—employed as a laborer—no previous arrests—Syrian of 
Kurdish descent—no political affiliations.

Q.: Can you give a brief biographical description of yourself?
A.: I was born in the city of Raʾs al-ʿAyn and attended school there until the first 

year of middle school. I then left school and worked as an unskilled laborer. In 
1996, I was drafted into the military, which I completed in the transport fleet 
of the military staff. After my discharge from the army in 1999, I resumed my 
earlier work and also began repairing motorcycles. In 2002, I left Syria for 
Lebanon and later continued on to Belarus. I subsequently entered Germany 
illegally. On 9/1/2009, I returned to Syria via Damascus International Airport 
and was arrested on 9/13/2009.

Q.: According to our information, you entered Germany illegally and repeatedly 
petitioned for political asylum there. Can you explain this in more detail?

A.: In 2002, I decided to travel to Germany to work there, as I had heard from 
people in my city, Raʾs al-ʿAyn, that work was available there and that it was 
well paid. However, since I was unable to obtain an entry visa for Germany, I 
decided to enter illegally. To this end, my brother ʿUmar helped me reach an 
agreement with the smuggler ʿAli bin Jamil ʿAbdulhalim, who comes from my 
city, Raʾs al-ʿAyn, and lives in Herford, Germany, and arrange for my entry into 
Germany for a fee of one hundred twenty-five thousand Syrian Liras. My fam-
ily was to pay the agreed upon sum after my arrival in Germany. After that, 
ʿAli provided me with a plane ticket to Belarus. In April 2002, after presenting 
my passport, I left Syria legally and traveled to Lebanon. From there I trav-
eled to Belarus via the Beirut airport. When I arrived at the Minsk airport in 
Belarus, I was met by a Palestinian named Mahmud Habbub, who brought 
me to his apartment in the city, where I stayed for a week. During this time, 
the aforementioned Mahmud introduced me to an Iraqi student named 
Salam, who gave me a plane ticket to Vienna, as per the agreement with the 
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aforementioned ʿAli. So I left Minsk for Vienna aboard an Austrian airplane. 
My Turkish relative Hami Khalaf, who lives in the German city of Bremen, 
was waiting for me at the Vienna airport. While I was at the Vienna airport, I 
burned my Syrian passport. I told the authorities at the Vienna airport that I 
was a Yazidi Iraqi and claimed that I had arrived from Turkey with the help of 
smugglers who had taken my passport. With this statement, I followed the in-
structions of the aforementioned Salam. I was brought to a collection point for 
illegal immigrants from which I fled the same day. My Turkish relative Hami 
brought me overland in his private car to the German city of Bremen. A week 
later I petitioned for political asylum in Germany by falsely stating to the Ger-
man authorities that I had been politically persecuted by the authorities in 
my country of origin, Syria. I did this after I had conceived of an untrue story, 
namely that during my military service I was deployed as a motorcyclist and, 
along with a sergeant, transported the mail between the general staff and the 
embassies. According to the story, while doing so, I tried to smuggle informa-
tion, including a video tape, into the American embassy, but I was found out, 
which led to my persecution by the Syrian security authorities. The German 
authorities did not believe me and denied my petition for political asylum. 
However, I was allowed to remain in Germany, received a three-month, tempo-
rary, renewable residence permit and was housed in [illegible word] in a facil-
ity for illegal immigrants. Three years later, I again petitioned the German 
authorities for political asylum by falsely claiming that I had been persecuted 
by the security authorities in Syria after the riots in 2004. I alleged that my 
brothers Ahmad and Husain were arrested by the security authorities in Syria 
and that my brother Ahmad died as a result of torture during the interroga-
tions. Nevertheless the German authorities denied my petition and issued me 
a temporary residence permit that could be renewed every three months. At 
the beginning of 2009, I participated in the protest campaign by Kurds from 
Syria in front of the German foreign ministry building and the Berlin city hall. 
The protest was against the accord reached between the German and Syrian 
authorities on the readmission to Syria of Syrians without German citizen-
ship living illegally in Germany. The number of those affected is around seven 
thousand. I took part in the protest with the intention and in the hope of 
receiving residence status in Germany and preventing my deportation to Syria 
along with a number of other Syrians, including ʿAbdulqadir Taha Muhammad 
ʿAli, ʿAbdullah Ibrahim al-Mustafa, my brother ʿUmar Maʿmu Kanju, ʿAli Jamil 
ʿAbdulhalim, and Khalid Sidu Sulayman, all from al-Hasakah and threatened 
with deportation to Syria, as they had not obtained German citizenship. On 
9/1/2009 the German authorities carried out my deportation to Syria, as my 
temporary residence permit had expired, and I had been denied an extension. 
I was deported with two other Syrians, one was a Christian from al-Malikiyah 
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and the other a Kurd from the city of ʿAmudah (I do not know their names or 
their exact personal data).

Q.: To which political parties or Kurdish organizations did you belong or do you 
still belong?

A.: I have never in my life belonged to any political party or Kurdish organization.
Q.: Precisely what sort of relationship did you have with the German intelligence 

service and with which tasks against Syria were you entrusted?
[A.:] I never had anything to do with the German intelligence service and I have 

also never been entrusted by anyone with tasks against Syria.
Q.: Do you have anything to add to your testimony thus far?
A.: No, this is my testimony.

Read out and authorized
by signature and by the left thumbprint.

The investigator The minute taker The testifier
[signature] [signature] Khalid Maʿmu Kanju
  [fingerprint]
  [signature]










