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Syrian Arab Republic
General Command of the Army and Armed Forces
Administration of Military Jurisdiction
 Verdict
The ................................. In the name of the Arab people of Syria
Number ..........................
File Number ... 767/2010

I, Captain Ayman Wafiq Ismandar, single military judge in al-Qamishli, have considered:
1. the direct bill of indictment No. 26242/5890 from 2009, which calls for criminal 
prosecution of the defendant Khalid Maʿmu Kanju for the offense of spreading false 
information abroad that damages the reputation of the Syrian state, pursuant to 
Paragraph 287 of the Criminal Code;
2. all documents in this complaint.
The public hearing, which was held in the absence of the defendant as if he were 
present, yielded the following:

The sequence of events

The sequence of events in this case can be summarized as follows: In 2002, the 
defendant Khalid Kanju exited Syria legally for Belarus. From there he continued 
to Germany illegally. He tore up his Syrian passport and filed a petition for political 
asylum in Germany in which he claimed he was being persecuted by the Syrian 
authorities for smuggling information to the American embassy during his military 
service. He subsequently received a three-year temporary residence permit. At the 
end of this period, he again filed a petition for political asylum, in which he claimed 
he was being persecuted by the Syrian security authorities for taking part in the 
riots of 2004. He alleged that both of his brothers were arrested and that one had 
died as a result of torture during interrogation. As a result he was able to again ob-
tain a temporary residence permit. On expiry of his residence permit the German 
authorities deported him to Syria on 9/1/2009. Thereupon proper investigations 
into the case commenced and he was charged with the offense of spreading false 
information abroad that damages the reputation of the Syrian state. The sequence 
of events in this case was confirmed by the following:

The body of evidence

The attached documents from the preliminary investigation:
1. The attached documents from the investigation by the State Security Service, 
Department 285, dated 9/30/2009.
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2. The testimony of the defendant Khalid Maʿmu Kanju before this court in the 
hearing on 11/25/2009, which reads: »From 2002 until 2009, I remained in Ger-
many on the basis of temporary residence permits. In 2005, I lost my passport. I 
did not tear it up. I also never filed a petition for asylum with the German authori-
ties in order to gain political asylum and residence in Germany on the basis of my 
persecution by the Syrian authorities for political reasons as a result of passing on 
security-related information in the course of my military service. My entire stay 
in Germany was made possible by renewing my temporary residence permit. I did 
not take part in the protest campaign by some Syrian Kurds in Germany in 2009 
against the agreement between the Syrian and German authorities on the repatria-
tion of Syrians living illegally in Germany. I made my confession to the security 
authorities under the influence of beatings and torture.«
3. All documents in this case.

The opinion of the court

The defendant Khalid Maʿmu Kanju is charged with the offense of spreading false 
information abroad that damages the reputation of the state. Due to the facts of this 
case and the corroborating evidence, the court considers it proven that in 2002 the 
defendant left Syrian territory for Belarus with a legal passport. From there he was 
able to enter Germany illegally. He tore up his passport and told the German authori-
ties that he was being persecuted by the Syrian authorities for passing information to 
the American embassy during his military service. He was able to obtain a three-year 
temporary residence permit. At the end of this period he filed a petition for political 
asylum in which he claimed that he was being persecuted by the Syrian security au-
thorities for his participation in the riots of 2004 and alleged that one of his brothers 
had died as a result of torture during interrogation. His residence permit was sub-
sequently renewed for an additional three years and he remained in Germany until 
the German authorities deported him to Syria in 2009. This is corroborated by the at-
tached documents from the preliminary proceedings, the investigations by the State 
Security Service, Department 285, No. 9788, dated 9/30/2009, and the defendant’s 
clear and detailed confession to the security authorities during the preliminary pro-
ceedings. In this confession he confirms that he obtained temporary residence per-
mits in Germany by claiming that he was being persecuted by the security authorities 
due to his participation in the riots in 2004, that one of his brothers had died as a 
result of torture during the interrogations, and that he himself was being persecuted 
by the Syrian authorities for passing information to the American embassy during 
his military service. These confessions are in accordance with all the evidence and 
documents in this case. The defendant’s retraction of the confession before this court 
in the hearing on 11/25/2009 can be seen as an attempt to avoid responsibility for his 
deed. This view is especially valid as the retraction is neither supported by evidence 
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nor by witnesses who could testify to its validity or the validity of the arguments 
in the pleading submitted by the defendant’s attorney and attached in the file. In 
criminal cases, written proof from the police authority is considered valid until the 
contrary is proven. This is only possible through written proof and witness testimony. 
The defendant’s retraction is not sufficient. In this matter the defendant has produced 
neither a witness nor proof to substantiate the truth of his testimony before this 
court, which means that all of his confessions to the security authorities are correct. 
The offense of spreading false information that damages the reputation of the state 
is, in this case, a repeated offense. The defendant renewed his residence permit each 
time by spreading false allegations until he was finally deported by the German au-
thorities. This constitutes the offense of spreading false information abroad that dam-
ages the reputation of the state pursuant to Paragraph 287 of the Criminal Code. In 
light of the circumstances of this case, the court has decided to grant the defendant 
mitigating circumstances at the judge’s discretion, pursuant to Paragraph 244 of the 
Criminal Code. As the case is ready for decision, I resolve:

1. the conviction of the defendant Khalid Maʿmu Kanju, mother Khansah, born 
in 1979 in Raʾs al-ʿAyn, Kh. 1349, resident of Raʾs al-ʿAyn, al-Hay ash-Sharqi, to 
six months imprisonment and a fine of one hundred Syrian Liras for the offense 
of spreading false information abroad that damages the reputation of the Syrian 
state, punishable pursuant to Paragraph 287 of the Criminal Code.
2. Due to mitigating circumstances at the discretion of the judge, the sentence 
will be reduced to four months imprisonment and a fine of eighty Syrian Liras, 
pursuant to Paragraph 244 of the Criminal Code. In the case of nonpayment, a sen-
tence of one day in prison will be accrued for every ten Syrian Liras.
3. The fees of 9.75 Syrian Liras as well as war surcharges will be imposed upon 
the defendant. In the case of nonpayment a sentence of one day in prison will be 
served for every two Liras or parts thereof.
4. The time already served in pretrial custody from 9/13/2009 until 12/30/2009 
will be credited toward the term of imprisonment.
Resolved in the absence of the defendant as if he were present. The verdict may be 
appealed. Publicly and duly decreed on 2/8/2010.

[Signature] [Signature]

[Stamp: Notarized faithful copy
2/23/2010

The head of the court registry of the single military judge in al-Qamishli]
[Signature]

[Stamp: Administration of Military Jurisdiction—single military judge in al-Qamishli]




















