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To His Excellency, President Dr. Bashar al-Assad,
President of the Syrian Arab Republic, may God protect him

Peace and God’s mercy and blessing be with you!
The members of the delegation from al-Hasakah are pleased, Your Excellency, for 
the opportunity to express their deepest love, esteem, and loyalty, and we ask the 
Lord God — Blessed be He! — to strengthen Your Excellency’s wisdom and power and 
through you to help the fatherland and the nation to prosperity and victory.
We assure Your Excellency that we stand behind you in building the fatherland and 
ending the unrest that has struck our beloved country. The masses in al-Hasakah 
province who remained true to the eternally immortal President Hafiz al-Assad 
through all of his commendable adjustment policy will remain equally true to you 
in creating an atmosphere of tolerance and fraternity and in observing your wise 
guidance on the course to development and modernization.
We are pleased, Your Excellency, on this occasion to have the opportunity to convey 
to you the love and loyalty of the inhabitants of the province and, at the same time, 
for the opportunity to benevolently call upon you to consider the needs of the prov-
ince as presented in the following points:
1. The inhabitants of the province hereby announce that the painful events of the 

year 2004 in al-Hasakah province arose spontaneously out of the circumstances 
at that time and that they [the inhabitants] are not responsible. They ask that 
the remaining wounds be healed, and they stress their national solidarity and 
their loyalty to you and the fatherland.

2. Confirmation of the work of the committee formed to investigate the 1962 cen-
sus, so that all of the unregistered [stateless, maktumin] can be recorded as 
quickly as possible.

3. Confirmation of the repeal of Decree 49, which has brought building activity 
as well as purchasing and sales in the province to a standstill and has de facto 
eliminated 36 professions.

4. A solution to the problem of the dispossessions and the dissolution of the imple-
mentation committee for the land reform law. An order to pay out the amounts 
confirmed in the last instance, which have been sitting in the various director-
ates and at the Ministry for Agriculture and Land Reform for years.

5. Issuance of deeds to agricultural land in al-Hasakah province, as is carried out 
in other provinces.

6. The debts owed to the agrarian banks have become a great burden. Thus we 
ask that these debts, including interest, be canceled.

7. The lease debts for agricultural land, especially for land that does not need ar-
tificial irrigation, have been accumulating for years. Thus we ask that the debts 
for the lease of agricultural land and for the use of electricity for agricultural 
purposes be canceled.
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8. Support of those owners of authorized wells used for agricultural purposes, 
who would like to switch their operations from diesel to electricity.

9. Subsidization of the wheat harvest based on the cotton model.
10. Construction of factories in various regions of the province in order to cre-

ate jobs for motivated workers. This would make it possible to process basic 
products like wheat locally. Currently, wheat is brought to Aleppo to be milled 
in private mills before being transported back to al-Hasakah province. Other 
agricultural products like fruit and vegetables could also be distributed in this 
way and oil deposits could be used. Thus we ask for authorization to build mills, 
canning factories, and oil and gas refineries.

11. Implementation of the law according to which foreign oil companies must pay 
yearly fees to the provinces in which they operate.

12. Privileging of residents of the province when filling positions in all branches of 
work and particularly in the petroleum industry and in education.

13. Construction of a supply channel from the Euphrates to Raʾs al-ʿAyn.
14. Attention to the violations related to the cultivation of cotton since 2004. [Using more 

or less than the state-authorized acreage for cotton cultivation is not allowed.]
15. Acceptance of guarantees from property owners in place of guarantees from 

officials when granting personal loans through banks.
16. Revision of the quotas for acreage-related agricultural concessions and an in-

crease in the percentage of acreage for cotton cultivation.
17. Suspension of the system of personal guarantees in dealings with agrarian 

banks and the replacement of these with acreage-related guarantees.
18. Support for the province’s municipalities, both materially and through appropri-

ate and necessary mechanisms, as well as through the cancellation of their debt.
19. Reinstatement to their previous positions of teachers and officials who were 

fired or forcibly transferred.
20. Reopening of previously existing border checkpoints to Turkey that were re-

cently closed, especially those in al-Malikiyah, Raʾs al-ʿAyn, and Darbasiyah.
21. Implementation of Statute 56 from the year 2004 regarding agricultural rela-

tions [between landowners and tenants].
22. Suspension of the categorization of uncultivated land as cultivated.
23. Suspension of irrigation fees in the regions of the province not currently being 

irrigated.
24. Construction of a central location for the collection and ginning of cotton in the 

al-Qamishli region.
25. Reopening of the Shariah Institute for Islamic and Arabic Studies in al-Hasakah 

that was closed by the Minister for Religious Foundations. The reopening should 
be analogous to that which Decree 48 plans for the Islamic Fatah Institute and 
the Shaykh Kaftaru Complex.
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26. An increase in the number of agricultural engineers and new permits, as well 
as the creation of necessary positions within the Directorate for Agricultural 
Affairs, as the province is predominantly agricultural.

27. Reassessment of the administrative, economic, and social situation in al-Hasakah 
province, taking into account its unusual position due to its geographical and 
historical circumstances.

28. Preferential hiring of residents of the province for jobs to divert water from 
the Tigris.

29. Opening of new departments at the Euphrates University in al-Qamishli based 
on the model of al-Hasakah in order to ease the burden on students and 
their families.

30. The implementation committee [for the land reform law] in al-Hasakah has thus 
far denied women, who, after all, make up half of society, the rights of owner-
ship that they are entitled to in other provinces. Women thus seek equality with 
members of their sex in other regions of the country and compensation for the 
damages that have resulted as a result of the above-named measure.

31. Removal of administrative expenses for citizens visiting the authorities in the 
provincial capital by granting regional authorities equal competence in these 
matters so that the citizens may fulfill these needs without being forced to visit 
the central administration.

32. Supply of the province’s southern regions with all necessary infrastructure 
services, such as drinking water, paved roads, etc., so that the residents may 
reasonably live in their villages over the long term.

33. Allocation of social services to widows, the handicapped, seniors, and other 
needy groups.

34. Authorization to dig more wells in the riverbed of the Jaghjagh in al-Qamishli 
for the purposes of environmental protection (in the riverbed).

We have complete confidence in Your Excellency. You are the best patron, who has 
thoughtfully and justly cared for his fellow countrymen. We hope that the above-
named demands will receive your valued attention and will find sympathy, and we 
ask the Lord God — Blessed be He! — to guide your steps toward a just and compre-
hensive peace in the region and toward progress and prosperity for all Syrians.
May God grant you success in that which is for the prosperity of the fatherland and 
the nation. May you long live for the pride and joy of Syria and the members of the 
Arab and Islamic nation.

4/5/2011 The delegation from al-Hasakah province










