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Criminal Court of First Instance al-Qamishli
Sunday, 3/22/2009, 12:00 o’clock

Presiding Judge: Muhammad Salim Ismail
Assessor: Badran Kalash

When summoned, the defendant Darwish Ghalib Darwish appeared with his attor-
ney Muhammad Mustafa. Both had previously appeared.
The defendant Zaki Khalil did not appear when summoned, although the hearing 
was properly announced and he was aware of it. His failure to appear after a sec-
ond summons was recorded, and it was decided to hold the hearing in his absence 
as if he were present.
The public trial was opened in the presence of one defendant and in the absence of 
the co-defendant as if he were present.
The judge proclaimed the conclusion of the trial and the following decision:

File No. 208
Decision 267 In the name of the Arab people in Syria

Judge: Muhammad Salim Ismail, presiding judge of the Criminal Court of First 
Instance in al-Qamishli
Assessor: Badran Kalash
Plaintiff: The Office of the Public Prosecutor
Defendant: Darwish Ghalib Darwish and Zaki Ismail Khalil
The offense: violation of the press law
The case: according to the prosecution’s bill of indictment No. 173 from the year 
2009, the defendant is accused of violating the press law, punishable pursuant to 
Decree No. 50 from the year 2001.

Publicly heard

The reasons for the verdict: The body of evidence submitted in the trial fulfills the 
following elements of the offense:
The defendant Darwish wrote and distributed books and magazines entitled »Ziman«, 
»Zar«, and »KFSK«, which approximately means »Benchmarks for the needs of the 
language in Syria according to the letters«. [In reality »KFSK« stands for Komîteya 
Fêrkirina Zimanê Kurdî = Committee on the Acquisition of the Kurdish Language.] 
This occurred without prior consent from the proper security and administrative 
authorities. The co-defendant Zaki reproduced the aforementioned books and the 
magazine »Zar« in his bookstore in al-Qamishli.
Further proof was provided by the confessions of both defendants to the police 
and the military judge, and the confiscation of 51 copies of the magazine »Zar«, 
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111 copies of the magazine »Ziman«, a book entitled »KFSK« and a series of ad-
ditionally banned books in the Kurdish language.
All previously mentioned facts of the case fall under the provisions of Statute 50 
from the year 2001, in particular article …
The aforementioned evidence is to be taken as the basis for the verdict and the 
defendants are to be sentenced accordingly for the following reasons: No evidence 
was produced to prove the innocence of the defendants in this matter. The defen-
dant had previously admitted to giving Kurdish lessons to Kurds in his home and 
disseminating the aforementioned publications on multiple occasions. The evidence 
confiscated by the police must be considered valid until the contrary is proven. No 
evidence to the contrary was provided during the hearing.
As the case is ready for decision under article 197 of the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure and articles … of Statute 50 from the year 2001,

the following verdict is issued:

1. The defendant Darwish Ghalib Darwish is sentenced to three months imprison-
ment and a fine of fifty thousand Syrian liras. Due to mitigating circumstances, 
which the judge may consider at his discretion, the sentence is commuted and con-
sidered served by the time spent in pre-trial custody. The defendant has, however, 
incurred a fine of fifty-five thousand Syrian liras. Failure to pay this fine will result 
in a prison sentence of one day for every ten Syrian liras.

2. The defendant Zaki Ismail Khalil is sentenced to three months imprisonment 
and a fine of fifty thousand Syrian liras. Due to mitigating circumstances, which 
the judge may consider at his discretion, the sentence is commuted and considered 
served by the time spent in pre-trial custody. The defendant has, however, incurred 
a fine of fifty-five thousand Syrian liras. Failure to pay this fine will result in a 
prison sentence of one day for every ten Syrian liras.

3. Mr. Zaki’s bookstore, where the printing took place, will be duly closed.

4. The evidence deposited with the military judge will be collected. It is to be duly 
destroyed by the Ministry of Information.

5. Once the verdict is legally binding, the file will be deposited with the Office of 
the Public Prosecutor in order to enforce the above-mentioned sections.

6. Fees and war surcharges will be imposed on the defendant.
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Resolved in the presence of one defendant and the absence of the co-defendant as 
if he were present. The verdict may be appealed. Publicly and duly decreed and an-
nounced on 3/26/1430 Hidjra (3/22/2009 AD).

The presiding judge of the Criminal Court [signature]
of First Instance in al-Qamishli
Judge [seal]
Muhammad Salim Ismail [signature]

4/8/2009  [signature]








